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the candidate is bound to return ?—Yes. It passes through me.
194./Have you any recollection ?—No. I do not remember.
Would you say that it is a heavy expense ? I do not wish to bind you down to any figure.
The Chairman : What I feel about it is this. If you, gentlemen, think it is useful to bring out certain facts which are of course within the knowledge of many of you, it will be very convenient if you would suggest a figure or indicate your own view which we shall be glad to know.
195. Dr. B. R. Awbedkar : Would you accept the figure, say, Us. 10,000, as the ordinary election expenditure in a district ?—It varies very much in the Nagar'district. Some of the candidates who do not take the election very seriously put in a list of about a few hundred rupees.
156. What will it be by a successful candidate ?	
1 do not remember. It may be somewhere between Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 3,000 or Rs. 4,000 as far as I remember, but I cannot give definite figures.
197.	These are the returns ?—Yes.
7 he Chairman : I shall be very glad to have your view. You suggest Rs. 10,000. Is it reasonable ?
Dr. B. R. A-mbedkar: I think it is somewhere round that figure in motst cases.
198.	Do you think that a district is a convenient
area as a constituency ?—It is rather a large area
for effective electioneering.
 199.	It is too large to establish any definite con
nection between the candidate and  che electors ?—
It is.
 200.	Having regard  to the paucity of transport
facilities, the lack of roads, etc., the area is so large
that  there  is  no  effective  connection  between  the
electors and the candidate ?—1 think it is large.
 201.	Rao Saheb D. R. Patil:   Is it not a fact that
the voters from the agricultural classes have taken
keen interest in exercising the right of franchise ?—
I would not say that as a class they have taken keen
interest,   but  certain  groups  of  them have ;    they
have taken a keen personal interest in the election of
their communal representative.
 202.	Do you not think that in the interests of trie
proper exercise of the right of franchise there ought
to be more polling stations for the convenience of
the voters ?—Yes, in most cases it would be more
convenient;   but against that has to be weighed the
possibility of  getting thoroughly reliable presiding
officers.
 203.	That  is   the   function   of  the  Government;
they have to provide the proper men ?—If they are
not available how can you provide them ?   '
 204.	Is there any scarcity of proper men ?—Yes,
such men as we consider suitable for acting as pre
siding officers like magistrates, sub-judges,  deputy
collectors   and   senior  members   of   the   Education
Department.
 205.	Supposing the Government take it into their
head to provide sufficient number of persons, then
it will be in the interests of the voters to have more
polling stations ?—It would be if people could be
provided for all.
 206.	Whatever evidence you have given is evidence
based upon hearsay, because as a returning officer
you have not to go to the polling stations ?—Yes.
 207.	Whatever evidence you have given is from
the information received from your subordinates ?—
Yes, most of it is from general observation.
 208.	Syed Miran Muhammad Shah :  What is your
experience ?    How  do  the   voters  of your district
go to the polling station—being prompted by political
sentiment or on account of entertainment given to
them by the candidate ?—I think mainly on com
munal grounds or because of personal knowledge of
one of the candidates or because of personal influence
having been brought to bear by other people who are
interested.
 209.	Does the question of providing conveyance
interfere with the, discretion of the voter to exercise
his vote ?'-—I have had, no opportunity of observing
 what takes place,  but arrangements are made for conveyance.
 210.	Syed Miran Muhammad Shah :   What is your
opinion as regards the standard of franchise obtaining
at present ?    Do you wish that it should be raised,
or that it should be lowered ?—I think if it were
lowered   considerably,   it  might   lead   to   a  smaller
percentage of the electorate polling ;   and,  if  that
were  so,   it  would  be  much  easier  to   manage  an
election.
 211.	So,   you   wish  that  it   should   be  lowered ?
What is  the maximum you would  prescribe ?—At
present the percentage is about 40.     If you double
the electorate, it may lead to a larger number of
those who really might, not troubling themselves to
exercise   their  vote.    It   may   lead   to   only   about
25 per cent, of the total electorate ordinarily voting.
In that case, if only 25 per cent, vote, it would be
much easier to influence the  result of an  election
by good management.
 212.	Would you then agree to adult suffrage—say
that a candidate can vote after 21 years ?—I do not
think that it is desirable at present.
 213.	Sir Hari Singh Gour : As regards the question
of the interest taken by voters in elections, is it not
a  fact  that  in  every  village  these  voters  discuss
politics ?—I do not think that would be true of that
part of the Deccan that I know.
• 214. If it is not the rule, it is not exceptional is it ?—1 do not think there is very much discussion. I have no way of knowing, but I don't think so.
 215.	You have no way of knowing  that ?—No ;
I do not think that villagers meet for the discussion
of politics.
 216.	As regards the polling day, there is one time
and place fixed for voters.    Take, for -instance, your
own case.    You may have been a voter in Surat,
and it is transferred to Ahmednagar, and you may
like to vote in Surat.    But if on. that particular day
you happen to be in a different place, you lose your
vote ?—Yes.
 217.	In the case of certain men who have to go
on urgent call and so on, would you not suggest a
certain amount of relaxation and allow a voter to
record his  vote  either before  a Stipendiary  or an
Honorary Magistrate, or in some other way ?—I do
not see any objection.
 218.	Then as-regards hiring of vehicles, supposing
there was  an embargo against hired vehicles of a
particular   description.    You   probably   know   that
u^der the rules hiring of a vehicle is not a corrupt
practice unless it materially affects the result of an
election.    But supposing you make a rule that if a
candidate is found hiring a single vehicle  then he
would be unseated, what percentage of voters would
fail to go to the poll in that case ?    You have got
40 per cent, now when you have got the hired vehicles
for conveying voters from their place of residence to
the polling boths, sometimes 5 or 6 or 7 miles away.
What would be the percentage of reduction in the
voting strength ?    It would reduce the percentage
to some extent.    Is it not so ?—Yes, it would.
 219.	Do you think it would be convenient to sc
voter to walk all the distance to the polling booth,
leaving his bullocks and ploughs in the field, to dis
charge his public duty of voting for the qandidate
' whom he Hked so well ?—It is a question of how much he is interested in it. I cannot say that, but if he is going to do exactly the same thing as bis going to the market once a week, he might as well go to the, polling booth.
 220.	But to the market he is  going to  buy his
tobacco ?—It is a question of the relative importance
of buying tobacco and voting for a candidate.
 221.	Of the successful candidates that have been
returned to the Bombay Council, how far have they
kept themselves in close touch with the constituencies
"that returned them during the last three years ?— I do not think that he keeps ver directly in touch

